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CO JE TAZKY KOV?

WHAT DOES THE TERM HEAVY METAL MEANS?
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Abstrakt: Pojem tazky kov pochadza z metalurgie. PouZziva sa napriek tomu, Ze nema ziadny presne vymedzeny
vyznam ani z hl'adiska chemickych vlastnosti, ani z hladiska toxicity. Aj jeho pouzivané definicie su
mimoriadne odlisné. Niektoré prvky, ktoré si zahriiované do pojmu tazky kov, st polokovy, pripadne vobec
nezodpovedaju definicii. Aj toxicita jednotlivych kovov je zavisla na mnozstve a forme daného prvku. Preto ani
nahradenie terminu tazky kov terminom toxicky kov nie je vyhovujicim rieSenim. Bolo by vhodnejsie pouzivat
termin potencialne toxicky prvok.
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Abstract: The term heavy metal descends from metallurgy. It is used in spite of its no exact chemical meaning. It does
not express also the toxicity of the metal. Also its definitions show wide variety of determination. Some elements which
are qualified as heavy metals are actually metalloids or don't reflect the sense of the heavy metal term definitions. The
toxicity of the metals depend on their quantity and form. It is the reason why even the using of term toxic metal is not
suitable.The best solution is use term potentially toxic element.
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