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Abstract: The study deals with the travelogue Notes on the Land of the Slovaks,

published in 1787 in a collection of short travelogues in Leipzig. The author of the
travelogue goes by the pseudonym Gottfried von Rotenstein. Based on literary-
historical research, we discovered that his real name is Gottfried Stegmdiiller, a
pharmacist, and owner of the pharmacy U éerveného raka in Bratislava. He was the
author of a series of travelogues published in Germany. It is noteworthy that Steg-
miiller understood by the land of the Slovaks the area north of Bratislava to almost
Zilina, i.e. the area of PovaZie. Stegmiiller set out on his journey from Bratislava
on 11 July 1785. He traveled through Senec, Trnava, Hlohovec, Cachtice, Nové
Mesto nad Véhom, Piest'any, Trenéin and Dubnica. The author wrote in his travelo-
gue that the majority of the population in this area was Slovak. The author descri-
bed in detail the peculiarities of the Slovak people.
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Introduction sed together with other authors in a

2017 publication (Letz et al., Slovak
Territory 2017). Regarding the gra-

After the fall of Great Moravia at

the beginning of the 10th century,

the territory of Slovakia became dual creation of the proper concept

part of Hungary until 1918. A certa- of Slovak territory, it is necessary to

in territorial delimitation of today's begin by answering the question of

Slovakia within the Kingdom of Hun- when the term “Slovakia™ began to
be used. This issue has been dealt
with by Prof. Ferdinand Uli¢ny (Uli¢-

ny, Toponymum, 2014). He stated

gary can be found already in the
oldest surviving chronicles, from the

14th century onwards also in diplo- . )
that the earliest direct occurrence of

matic sources, which we have discus-
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the adverb "slovensky" and indirectly
of the adjective Slovak appeared in
a document from 1294 ("ad parvam
arborem nystra slowenski breza, ubi
est meta". It was found in the deed
of Ivanek, the prior of the Premon-
stratensian monastery in Klastor pod
Znievom, which described the boun-
daries of the territory of the land
property of the parish church and the
village of Svéty Michal pri Lupéi. The
original deed has not remained. Ho-
wever, there are copies of the deed
1691
Canonical Visitation of Nemecka
Lupéa from 1691) and 1695 (Cano-
nical Visitation of Svaty Michal from
1695, Uliény, The Earliest Occurren-
ce, 1986).
vakia" appeared in a letter from

from (State Archive Levodéaq,

The German form "Slo-

1586, which was written in Prague
("In Liptau, bei der Stadt Sankt Niko-
laus in der Slovakia") (Mrva, Sloven-
skd historickd, 2001).
"Slovak nation" can be found in the

The phrase
work of Daniel Sinapius-Horéi¢ka
from 1683 (Sinapius-Horéi¢ka, Per-
licka, 1683).
man Franz Jozef von Eggenberg

The German noble-

wrote in a letter from Brno on 5 May
1711 that brigands had been dis-
persed in the hundreds "in der Slo-
wakey" (Mrva, 2001). The name
Slovak Land (Tét vijdlet) also appea-
red sporadically in Ottoman sources
(Letz, Slovak Territory, 2017). In this
context, we will focus on one particu-
lar travelogue from the second half
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of the 18th century, namely Got-
tfried Stegmiiller's travelogue, which
was hitherto unknown in our historical
writings.

The main goal of this paper is to
analyse The Travelogue Notes on the
Land of the Slovaks (in Hungary),
which was published in 1787 in Leip-
zig in a collection of shorter travelo-
gues (Archiv zur neueren Geschichte,
Geographie, Natur- und Menschen-
kenntniss). This travelogue has not
yet been analysed in historiographi-
The

author of the travelogue goes by the

cal or geographical literature.

pseudonym Gottfried von Rotenstein.
In reality, he is Gottfried Stegmdiller,
a pharmacist from Bratislava. Steg-
miller was a graduate of pharmacy
at the University of Trnava. He was
therefore not an expert in geograp-
hy or history. It is interesting that he
located the “land of the Slovaks”
(Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787)
in the area of Povazie (the Vdh is the
longest river within Slovakia), where
“the majority of the population is ma-
(Rotenstein, G.,

At the same

de up of Slovaks*

Bemerkungen, 1787).
time, Stegmiller was a citizen of
Bratislava of German nationality
and therefore it can be assumed that
the same view of the "land of Slo-
vaks" was widespread in Bratislava

at that time.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovakia

Methods

The study of contemporary eighte-

enth-century travelogues presents
both a unique challenge and a fasci-
nating approach to historical, cultu-
ral, and literary research. In what
follows, | discuss the methodological
procedures and steps necessary for
a comprehensive analysis of these
historical documents. The methodolo-
gy involves several basic steps: iden-
tification, collection, and selection of
sources, their critical analysis, trans-
lation and transcription, and finally
the actual interpretation and compa-
rative analysis.

When working with 18th-century
travelogues, the first step is to identi-
fy available sources. Travelogue
texts are often scattered in various
archives, libraries, and digital data-
bases, which requires rigorous sear-
ching. Identification takes into acco-
unt the origin of the authors, the lan-
guage of the text, as well as its his-
torical and geographical context.
Researchers focus on identifying aut-
hentic texts that contain elements of
everyday life, and descriptions of
places and cultures encountered by
the authors during their travels.

After collecting the available tra-
vel texts, it is necessary to proceed
to the selection of the material, which
includes an assessment of its authenti-
city and reliability. The critical analy-
sis of the sources is based on the

method of external and internal criti-
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cism. External criticism deals with
questions of origin, i.e. the author, the
time and place of the document's
creation. Based on these criteria, we
can determine whether the text ref-
lects the experience of the author or
is a work that contains rather ideali-
zed or inaccurate descriptions.
Travelogues are a special type of
historical source. In the past several
decades, they have been the subject
of relatively great interest not only
for historians but also for literary
geographers,
experts, as evidenced by the number

scholars, and other
of academic events held and publi-
cations produced. | will mention at
least a few of them as representa-
tive of the whole. In 1981, a sympo-
sium entitled Travelogues as a Source
of European Cultural History was held
in Wolfenbittel, Germany. A collec-
tion of papers (compiled by Antoni
Maczak and Hans J. Teutenberg)
from the symposium was published in
1982 (Maczak, A, Teutenberg, H.J.,
Reiseberichte, 1982). The collection
Reise und soziale Realitdt am Ende des
18. Jahrhunderts (Travel and Social
Reality at the End of the 18th Centu-
ry) was published in Heidelberg in
1983 (Griep, W., Jager, H.W,, Rei-
se, 1983).
Reisen im 18. Jahrhundert. Neuve Un-

Likewise, the collection

tersuchungen (Travel in the 18th Cen-
tury. New Research) was published in
Heidelberg in 1986 (Griep, W., Ja-
ger, HW.,, Reisen, 1986). In 1990, a



Sehen  und
Beschreiben. Europdischen Reisen im
18. und frihen 19. Jahrhundert (See
and Describe. European Travel in the
18th and Early 19th Century) was
held in the Eutin District Library in
northern Germany. The proceedings

symposium  called

of the symposium were then pub-
lished in 1991 (Griep, W, Sehen,
1991).

Similarly in Slovakia, a symposium
called Travelogues in the Modern
Age took place here in 2003, and
the proceedings of the event were
published in 2005 under the title
Itineraria Posoniensia (Frimmovd, E.,
Klecker, E., et al., Itineraria, 2005).
Thus far in Slovakia, Jan Tibensky
has most fully dealt with travelogues.
In 2003, he and his wife Viera
Urbancovd published the monograph
Slovakia through the Eyes of Europe
Q00 — 1850 (Tibensky, J, Urbancovd,
V., Slovensko, 2003). In addition,
Viliam Ci¢aj has published several
valuable studies, particularly about
the early modern period (Ci&aj, V.,
Hieronymus, 2014).

It is also necessary to stress that
travel was considered to be an art in
the early modern period, and a rela-
tively large amount of travelogue-
theoretical literature, professionally
called apodemics. German expert
Justus Stagl has dealt with apodemic
literature in detail in many of his
studies (as an example I'll mention
the work Apodemiken. Eine rdson-
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nierte Bibliographie der reisetheo-
retischen Literatur des 16., 17. und
18. Jahrhunderts (Apodemics. A
Scholarly Bibliography of Trave-
logue-Theoretical Literature of the
16th, 17th and 18th centuries — pub-
lished in 1983).

The term “apodemics” is a product
of Greek humanism. In translation, it
literally means “to be on the road”,
i.e., to travel. Travel-theoretical liter-
ature originated in the 16th—18th
centuries and ended at the end of
the 18th century.

Under the term "travel literature”,
we understand not only various trav-
el books but also all literature that
helps people when traveling. The
term "travel literature" is thus a pri-
mary term that has many subgroups.
These are, on the one hand, different
types of travel guides, but also vari-
ous scholarly and professional trave-
logues and then literary travelogues,
mostly fictitious with real foundations.

Another particularly formal crite-
rion, one might say, by which trave-
logues can be divided is the question
of whether it has been preserved
only as a manuscript, or whether it
was published in print. | will not di-
vide the travelogues based on this
criterion, however, as | am mainly
interested in their content.

The methodology of processing
manuscripts in the 18th century was a
complex process that included sever-
al phases from the creation of the



manuscript to its preservation and
study. The development of these pro-
cesses was closely tied to the histori-
cal and social conditions of the time,
as well as to advances in book pro-
duction and writing technologies. This
methodology had several aspects,
including the creation of the manu-
script itself, its proofreading, prepa-
ration for printing, preservation in
libraries or archives, and scientific
research.

Results

My paper focuses on a series of
travelogues by an author who used
pseudonym Gottfried Edler von Ro-
tenstein, but whose real name was
Gottfried Stegmdiller (Seidler, A,
Vom Nutzen, 2003). He owned the
Red Lobster Mi-
chael’'s Gate in Bratislava (today a

pharmacy near

pharmaceutical museum). Stegmiller
published his travelogues in various
“collections” of travelogues.

I will focus in this paper on a pre-
viously unknown tfravelogue entitled:
das Land der
(Des Edler von Roten-

Bemerkungen iber
Schlavacken
stein Bemerkungen uUber das Land
der Slowaken, 1785), which von Ro-
tenstein wrote in 1785. The same
year he also undertook a trip “to the
land of the Slovaks”. The travelogue
was published (in 1787 in Leipzig) in
a collection of shorter travelogues
with the title Archiv zur neuveren Ges-

chichte, Geographie, Natur- und
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Menschenkenntniss (Archive for Mod-
ern History, Geography, Nature and
Human Knowledge) (Rotenstein, G.,
Bemerkungen, 1787). This archive
was published in the 1780s, and the
travelogue about Slovaks was pub-
lished in the sixth volume on pages
25 — 38. Rotenstein had already
published a travelogue from his jour-
ney through Bavaria in the second
and third volumes of the Archive.
Bernoulis’s collection of short trav-
elogues is already known in our pro-
fessional literature, though another
series of travelogues published by
Bernoulis is perhaps better known.
This is Johann Bernoulis Sammlung
kurzer Reisebeschreibungen und an-
derer zur Erweiterung der Ldnder- und
Na-
chrichten (Johann Bernoulis’s Collec-

Menschenkentniss  dienender
tion of Short Travel Descriptions and
Other News that Serves to Expand
Knowledge of Countries and People).
A total of 17 volumes were pub-
lished between 1781 — 1787.
Rotenstein (only the first letters of the

In it,

name “G.E.v.R.” are given) published
the first part of the travelogue Reise
durch einen Theil des Kénigreichs Un-
garn im Jahr 1763 und folgenden
Jahren (Travel through Part of the
Kingdom of Hungary in 1763 and
the Following Years) in the ninth vol-
ume in 1783 (Rotenstein, G., Reisen
durch einen Theil des Kénigreichs
Ungarn, 1783). In 1784, in the 10t
volume, the second part of the trave-



logue was published, including «
detailed description of Bratislava
G, 1783)
which several Slovak authors have
already dealt with (Tibensky-
Urbancovd, Slovensko, 2003). In the

12t volume (published in Leipzig in

(Rotenstein, Lustreise,

1783), Rotenstein again published his
travelogue Herrn Rotenstein Lustreise
durch Osterreich und Mdhren nach
Brunn im September 1782 (Rotenstein,

G, durch
1783). Rotenstein’s travelogue about

Lustreise Oesterreich,
his trip to Vienna and its surroundings
(he made the trip in 1781 — 1783)
was published in 1784 in the 13®
volume of Bernoulis’s collection (Ro-
tenstein, G.,
1784). The 15™ volume of the col-
lection, published in 1784, included
Rotenstein’s travelogue Beschreibung
der Insel Schitt (Rotenstein, G.,
Beschreibung der Insel Schitt, 1784).
Rotenstein published additional trav-

Reisen nach Wien,

elogues in the Allgemeine Literatur
Zeitung (General Literature News-
paper), which appeared in Rostock
between 1785 and 1803.
ing fact is that despite several of

Interest-

Rotenstein’s travelogues being known

in our professional literature, the
travelogue about the “land of the
Slovaks” is not mentioned by any
authors. We discovered it during a
study stay in Germany in 2009 at
the Gottingen State and University

Library (more precisely Niedersdch-
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sische Staats- und Universitatsbiblio-
thek Gottingen).

Before we focus on the travelogue
itself, we will stop and take a closer
look at the author of the travelogue
— Gottfried Edler
Who was he? The literature offers

von Rotenstein.

several theories answering this ques-
tion. For example, in 1990 Eva H.
Baldzs published a study entitled
Wer war Rotenstein? in the Mittei-
lungen des Osterreichischen Staatsar-
chiv. She proved that Rotenstein was
a member of the noble Pdlfi family,
Guard’s Captain Jan Palfi (Pélffy)
(Baldsz, E.H., Ki volt, 1987). This and
other opinions were refuted by the
Austrian historian  Andrea Seidler in
des

Quellenstudiums. Der Brief als litera-

her study Vom  Nutzen

turhistorischer Informationstréger
(published in 2003 in Wiener el-
ektronische Beitrdge des Instituts fir
Finno-Ungaristik) (Seidler, A., Vom
Nutzen, 2003). Based on the letters
Gottlieb Windisch ad-
dressed to Daniel Kornides, a col-

of Karol

laborator of the magazine Ungar-
isches Magazin, she found out that
the real name of Gottfried Edler von
Rotenstein was Gottfried Stegmiller,
and that he was a pharmacist in Bra-
tislava “Rofenstein is from Bratislava
and he is a bourgeois pharmacist
(burgerlicher Apotheker). ... “A few
years ago (Windisch writes) he pur-
His
name is Gottfried Stegmdller. His fa-

chased an Austrian noble title.



ther was a miller and died in great
poverty. His son studied to be a phar-
macist in Bratislava and was a jour-
neyman in Sopron and Kosice. He
married the daughter of the Sopron
Lutheran pastor Eitelhuber. Together
with his wife he later bought his for-
mer teacher’s pharmacy. Since he
could not travel as a journeyman, he
did so as a master”. Traveling was his
great hobby, and it is said that he
talked about nothing else but travel-
ing — this is what Karol Gottlieb
Windisch wrote about him in 1787
(Seidler, Vom Nutzen, 2009).

Thus, we know that Stegmiller
was born in 1742 in Pezinok. His
father was a miller, and Stegmdller
At the
Red Lobster pharmacy in Bratislava.

dppears ds an dapprentice

He later worked as a journeyman in
Sopron and Kosice.

The publication of Bogndr, Kriszti-
na-Kiss, Jozef Mihdly, and Varga
Julia: About the University of Trnava
and the Degrees Awarded There
(1635 = 1777) (Bognar et al, A
Nagyszombati, 2002) states that a
total of 162 master’s degrees and
39 doctoral degrees were awarded
at the Faculty of Medicine of the
the
master’s degrees is the name of
Godefridus
Pezinok. He

University of Trnava. Among

Stegmiller, born in
received his master’s
degree at the Faculty of Medicine of
the University of Trnava on 26 Feb-
ruary 1776 (that is, at the age of
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34), just before the faculty moved to
Budapest. He then purchased the
Red Lobster pharmacy in Bratislava,
and in 1779 he obtained an Austrian
noble title. From that point on, he
began to sign himself as “von Roten-
stein”, and he published many travel

books under this pseudonym.

Let us now return to the travelogue
Bemerkungen das Land der
Schlavacken (Notes on the Land of
the Slovaks). It was published in the

Uber

sixth volume of the collection of short
travelogues (Archiv zur neuveren Ges-
chichte, Geographie, Natur- und
Menschenkenntniss) in 1787 and Ro-
tenstein (or more precisely Gottfried
1785, the
year he also made the journey to the
“land of the Slovaks” (Rotenstein, G.,
Bemerkungen, 1787).
duction, he wrote that he had long

Stegmdiller) wrote it in

In the intro-

wanted to visit these parts (Graof-
schaften oder Kreise) of Hungary
where the majority of the population
were Slovaks (wo die meisten Einwoh-
ner Schlawacken sind). He departed
from Bratislava on 11 July 1785 in
the company of his wife (he wrote
that "after a long rainy period when
the weather began to be very nice").
The couple traveled through Senec
(Wartberg, in Hungarian Semiz), a
market town with about 300 houses.
They had traveled by the regular
postal route through Blatné, passing
through Cifer

before eventually



reaching the free royal town of
Trnava, where many nobles had set-
tled, and a legal academy had been
established. The town had about 600
houses, and all of the houses were
already numbered based on an im-
perial decree. There they harnessed
fresh horses and continued to the
seat of Nitra County, passing through
Hlohovec, “count Jan Erdédy’s town”.
There are about 350 houses in the
town, he wrote. This (Hlohovec) es-
tate includes 12 villages whose yield
is 40,000 guilders. The local castle
has only one floor, is "19 windows"
wide, and has four pavilions sepa-
rated from the castle, each with two
floors. He described a beautiful local
garden called the "orangery", an-
other beautiful park full of flowers.
There was also a shooting rang, as
well as a lake with carp, a riding
school, and an animal pavilion full of
deer. During the Baroque period,
orangeries were popular gardens in
which citrus trees and other plants
had been cultivated. (Rotenstein, G.,
Bemerkungen, 1787). “Orangeries”
typically included various buildings
and greenhouses, where plants were
kept during the winter months, or
even the whole year. Along with cit-
rus crops, other exotic plants were
also grown in them, e.g. pineapples
or figs.

Stegmiiller and his wife then con-
tinued through Vrbové (a town with
400 houses and a population of
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6,000, among them many craftsmen).
“The parish church has the highest
tower in the area. In the field they
cultivate a lot of wheat, barley, peas,
lentils, etc”. They next visited Pobe-
dim, and perhaps an hour's drive
from there is the “Gtschkow castle”
(i.e., Ockaj), "from where the famous
Oc¢kaj family (Ladislav O¢kaj) comes”
(Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

They continued through Cachtice,
a larger market town, “half of which
belongs to Count Erdédy, the other
half to Count Imrich Cséky”. The
journey from Cachtice and Trenéin
included avenues of willow lining the
roads. From Cachtice they traveled
to Nové Mesto nad Vdhom (interest-
ingly, the author refers to it as
Bshmische Neustadt am Flisse Wag).
This name (“Béhmische Neustadt”, or
Bohemian New Town) does not ap-
pear either in the Homeland glossary
of villages in Slovakia or other
handbooks we had available. “This
town has 600 houses and some 6,000
inhabitants, 2,000 of whom are Jews.
The town belongs to several landown-
ers (counts Erdédy, Csdky, free lords
and the

Schwandtners). There are many nice

Bosansky, Horecky,
two-story houses and many beautiful
women there”. From there he contin-

ved through Bohuslavice (today
Trenéianske Bohuslavice) “a village of
Count Jan Erdédy. A nice big castle is
located here. The large hall there has

a beautifully painted dome. It was



painted by the painter Maulbertsch
from Vienna (Franz Anton Maul-
bertsch, *1724,
Bodensee, Germany,

Langenargen am
t1797, Vien-
na. He was one of the most important
Baroque painters of Central Europe).
Near the castle is a large swimming
pool, and in the center of the pool is a
statue of Neptune sitting on a chariof.
There is also a nice garden full of
beautiful fountains near the castle.”
The author then describes these foun-
He
also mentioned, among other things,

tains and the statues in detail.

a small American woodland. (Trees
native to the Americas were planted
there) (Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen,
1787).

There was also an exquisite chap-
el. The “orangery” there was not
large, but there were many foreign
plants in it.  Stegmiller spent the
night in Bohuslavice, and from there
he visited the ruins of Beckov Castle.
Below it was a large village. “Nitra
County is 12 miles long and 8 miles
wide. It has 216,000 inhabitants, 2
cities, 35 towns and 404 villages. The
famous “Piestany” baths are located
here”, which the author understanda-
bly described in detail. “The fields
here are very fertile. A lot of poppies
are grown. Slovaks sprinkle poppies
thickly on sweet pastries (I have seen
this similarly on my travels in the
Czech lands). They add melted hot
lard and honey onto baked goods
(Gebackwerk) sprinkled with poppy
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seeds in this way. This is a delicious
dish that | have often prepared myself.
Once | had a guest from Germany. |
gave him such a dish to eat as a curi-
osity. At first, he did not want to eat
it, saying that the poppy seeds would
make him sleepy. But then my lovely
wife and | talked him out of it, and
especially when he saw that my wife
and | had eaten a full plate, he ate it,
too. He confirmed that the food has
an excellent taste. In addition to this,
they also make poppy bagels here,
which are filled with a mixture of
poppy seeds, melted lard, and honey.
These are even taken to Vienna.” Qur
travelers then went to visit the Trendéin
County capital. "It is 12 miles long
and 3 miles wide. There is one free
royal city, 17 towns, and 384 villag-
es. It mainly consists of mountains and
forests. Nevertheless, extensive agri-
culture and cattle is breeding here."”
(Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

“The nobility here is very numerous
and is Hungarian. The peasants are
Slovaks. Their clothing is distinctive.
The men wear coats and ftrousers
made of a coarse white cloth. Their
loins are girded with a belt four fin-
gers wide, which is studded with sev-
eral hundred brass buttons. Instead of
shoes, their feet are laced into one
piece of thick leather — they call it a
‘batschkow’. In winter they wear fur
coats. On their backs, they have the
skin of one white lamb, including their
legs hanging loose. They wear this



instead of other ornaments. On their
heads, they wear a tall Hungarian hat
(which is called schlavakisch Klobuck,
the travelogue shows an illustration
of this). “It is held on the head with the
use of a black string. The women wear
blouses sewn with thick red Turkish
thread (“cvernou”). Around the head,
they wear a long white cloth scarf,
also stitched with red thread. On their
feet, they wear so-called Hungarian
boots which have large falts. The heels
are sheathed with irons so that they
clatter curiously to the beat of the
music when they dance. There are
among them some particularly very
pretty ones. They are mostly of medi-
um height, and very slim, their body
structure is almost like Greek women
(here he probably means ancient
Greek women). | hardly registered a
corpulent one among them”. It is in-
teresting is that he did not write any-
thing about children. From this is
clear that children were not yet con-
sidered a special category; they
were merely “little adults” (Roten-
stein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

“The local horses are small but fast.
Typically 3 — 4 horses are harnessed
side by side here. But | don't like this,
because they take up the whole road”.
They continued their journey in the
direction of Beckov. They admired
the ruins of the castle on a high cliff.
Kysucky Lieskovec (Leskovecz) -
“belongs to the nobleman Sylvay, who
has o castle with a garden there”.
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Adamovské Kochanovce — the no-
bleman Ambro had a castle there
with a nice garden. Trencin, a free
royal city. “It is one of the oldest in
Hungary”, he wrote. “The Vdah flows
past its suburbs in which there are 300
houses. ... There are only 86 houses
inside the city, which is surrounded by
a double wall”. Stegmiller admired
the shelters there, where it was pos-
sible to hide from the rain (Roten-
stein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

“The former Jesuit monastery be-
longs to the Piarist order. The church is
one of the most beautiful in Hungary”,
he wrote. “It would also deserve to be
in Bratislava or Vienna”. Stegmdller
describes the church in detail. “It is
very prettily decorated. The walls are
two fathoms high and are clad in grey
and yellow marble. There are 20 Co-
rinthian columns, which are made of
pale red marble. They are also gild-
ed”. He further admired the gilded
balustrades there. “In the church are
seven altars. The interior decor cost at
least 130,000 guilders”, he estimat-
ed (as is typical for him). “The church
was built by Cardinal Lippay” (Roten-
stein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

“Above the town is a castle that
once belonged to the lords of Trenéin.
They were very powerful lords, and
of
Trenéin, was very famous during the

reign of Charles | (1308). It now be-
longs to the count family of llleshdzy.

one of them, Count Matthias

Two residential buildings, the Upper



and Lower, are located in it. Each has
several rooms for living and a chapel.
In one of the large halls there, the
coats-of-arms of 77 imperial-royal
provinces are painted on the ceiling.
On the walls are many Latin inscrip-
tions — these are sayings from the
Bible and sayings of Marcus Tullius
Cicero. The kings of Hungary (Matthi-
as Corvinus), Poland, and Bohemia
dined here during one of their meet-
ings. ... The city was founded by a
Roman named Terencius. There is a
Lutheran church and a school in the
suburbs. ... “There are many old cas-
tles in this county, which in ancient
times were already destroyed and only
their ruins remain. ... The spa which is
located one hour from Trenéin is called
Teplice. It helps with many diseases”
(Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

“A few miles from here is a nice
castle with a garden, called Dubnica.
This is the main seat of Count lleshézi
(llleshézy). He has an annual income
of 130,000 guilders. From this family
comes the renowned Stephen lleshdzi,
who was a Lutheran, a viceroy in Hun-
gary under Emperor Rudolph 11" (cor-
rectly it should be under Matthis II,
note M.K.). “He died in Vienna in
1609. He is buried in Pezinok in the
local parish church, where his wife,
nee Countess Pdlfi (Pélffy) is also
buried”.

the sentence: “If | visit other areas of

The travelogue ends with

my beloved homeland in the future, |
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will send you a message about it’
(Rotenstein, G., Bemerkungen, 1787).

Conclusion

All in all, the study has succeeded in
resolving the authorship of the 1787
travelogue Notes on the Land of the
(Rotenstein, G, Be-

1787).  Although the
author is identified in the travelogue

Slovaks
merkungen,

as Gottfried von Rotenstein, his real
name is Gottfried Stegmiller. He
worked as a pharmacist in Bratisla-
va. He was a graduate of the Facul-
ty of Medicine of the University of
Trnava. The travelogue is remarka-
ble by the fact that the author, who
was of German nationality and lived
in Bratislava, clearly defined the
area in which the majority of people
living in the 1880s were of Slovak
nationality. The author also precisely
characterized the Slovaks and dif-
ferentiated them from the other na-
tionalities in Hungary. Therefore, it
can be stated that in the second half
of the 18th century, it was a gener-
ally known fact that the majority of
the population in the territory of Slo-
vakia was made up of Slovaks.
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