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Abstract: The aim of this article is to present the development of geography's

interest in the study of rural settlements from the earliest known works to the
present day. The text analyses changes in priorities in the selection of substanti-
ve topics and approaches to the study of rural settlements, particularly in the
context of major paradigmatic changes in society, science and geography itself.
It therefore divides the history of the geographical study of rural settlements into
four major temporal phases. These are the period from antiquity to the end of
the 19th century (1), the period of the first half of the 20th century (2), the pe-
riod of quantitative geography (3), and the current period within rural geo-
graphy (4). Within the framework of the individual time stages, the text deals
with the issues specifically in the world and specifically in the conditions of Slo-
vak geography. Within the current (most prolific) period, the text is divided in
even greater detail according to the individual regions of the world, in the envi-
ronment of Slovak geography after 1989 according to the dominant research
themes and according to the nature of the published works. The basic working
method was a content analysis of available texts and electronic sources based
on their search by keywords in the core database of the Web of Science portal
and on the social platforms ResearchGate, Google Scholar and Academia.edu.
The article has the ambition to build on previous, more concise and more narrow-
ly focused works of Slovak geographers (Lobotka 1987, Zubriczky 2003).
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interest in the study and research of

Introduction

rural areas from the oldest known
The aim of the article is to summarize geographical works to the present
the development of geography's and the continuity with previous, the-
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matically similar, but not shorter and
more narrowly focused works of Slo-
vak geographers (Lobotka 1987,
Zubriczky 2003). The text analyzes
the changes in priorities in the selec-
topics and ap-
proaches to the study of rural settle-

tion of essential

ments, especially in connection with
fundamental paradigmatic changes
in society, it also guides geography
itself. It therefore divides the history
of the geographical study of rural
settlements into four fundamental
time stages: the period from antiqui-
ty to the end of the 19th century (1),
the period of the first half of the
20th century (2), the period of quan-
titative geography of the third quar-
ter of the 20th century (3) and the
period of the current renewed of
interest in the research of rural set-
tlements within the framework of
rural geography (4). The identified
stages partially overlap each other
and their time period is not limited.
However, the beginning and the end
of each stage are to a large extent
related not only to paradigmatic
changes that affected the whole so-
ciety, not only science and geogra-
phy. Within the framework of indi-
vidual time stages, the text deals
with issues specifically in the world
and specifically in the conditions of
Slovak geography. Within the cur-
rent (most fruitful) period, the text is
divided in even more detail accord-
individual the

ing to regions of
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world, in the environment of Slovak
geography after 1989, according to
dominant research topics and ac-
cording to the nature of published
works. The basic working method
was the content analysis of available
electronic printed professional texts
and sources based on their search by
keywords in the core database of
the Web of Science portal and on
the social platforms ResearchGate,
Google Scholar and Academia.edu.
In the case of recent Slovak geogra-
phy, the source was the electronic
and print archives of important do-
mestic geographical periodicals.

Rural settlements in geography
until the end of the 19th century

The fact that the oldest known "car-
tographic”" work in the world (the so-
called Pavlovskd map, 27 000 years
old) apparently shows the location of
a hunting settlement on the bank of
the meandering Dyje river also testi-
fies to the logical importance of
knowing human settlements since
prehistoric times (Pravda 1992). Set-
tlements, especially the important
ones, i.e. mostly urban, as starting
points and destinations of human
journeys and foci of the spread of
innovations, were logically always
more in the center of interest of the
original, undivided ancient geogra-
phy. In this first period, of course,
mainly in the spirit of the literal, cho-



rographic (topographical) meaning
of the term geography - it was main-
ly a description of the basic features
their
knowledge and practical use (re-

of settlements, essential for
cruitment of labor and soldiers, col-
lection of taxes, opportunities for
trade exchange, etc.). Approximate-
ly from the time when in the third
century BC Eratosthenes of Cyrene
wrote his work Geographika, he
himself probably started using the
name geography for this branch of
science. In his map work, he recorded
more than 400 settlement locations
of the then known world, while in the
text he was mainly concerned with
the description of their mathematical
and natural characteristics. Later, at
the turn of the millennium, Strabén
(the first scientist who described him-
self as a geographer) emphasized,
on the contrary, the description of
the human-geographic features of
settlements (Szymanska 2009). Rural
settlements in his works are often
identifiable by their names. For ex-
ample, villages in Dacia had the
endings -para, -paron, -pera. In the
second century AD, Klaudios Ptole-
maios in the text part of his compre-
hensive work provides, among other
characteristics, the coordinates of all
the mentioned settlements. On one of
his regional maps (Magna Germa-
nia) there are even castles and more
important settlements in the territory
of today's western Slovakia, espe-
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cially along the Amber Road. We
can therefore consider this map as
the oldest known work, depicting
geographical facts (including rural
settlements) in our territory. Ptolemy's
work had a great influence on Arab,
but subsequently also on medieval
and Renaissance European geogra-
phy.

The geography of the golden era
of Islamic civilization (8th -16th cen-
tury) culminates in the work of Mu-
hammad al-Idrisi in the 12th century.
His Tabula Rogeriana was the most
detailed map and accompanying
compendium the most extensive geo-
graphical text in the world at the
time. Therefore, it logically contains
a lot of information about rural set-
tlements, coming both from the au-
thor's personal knowledge, but also
from precisely verified reports of
The facts
about rural seftlements are most de-

merchants and travelers.

tailed from Sicily, where the work
was created.

One of the oldest geographical
information about the settlements of
ancient India is contained in the Ar-
thashastra - an extensive set of texts
that were created and gradually
supplemented over a period of up to
five centuries at the turn of the mil-
lennium. Among other things, interest-
ing for these (and other) Indian texts
is the interweaving of geographical
with
where many mythical stories are sit-

facts traditional mythology,



vated in real and practically identi-
fiable places (Kapur 2002).

In China, the first known geo-
graphical date from the

beginning of the fifth century AD.

writings

from the "Book of Documents", de-
scribing the spatial facts of nine
provinces of ancient China (Needham
1959), among them agricultural sys-
tems with rural settlements.

In early medieval Europe, geo-
graphical knowledge stagnated,
information was often taken from the
works of ancient scholars. New, prac-
tically usable information about set-
tlements on trade routes appeared
gradually, for example in the reports
of merchants - travelers, such as
Marco Polo in the 13th century. Es-
sential to the search for a sea route
around Africa in the 15th century
was information about the coastal
settlements of the natives, where ship
crews could replenish water and
food. The amount of geographical
facts about rural settlements began
to increase rapidly, especially with
the voyages of discovery of Europe-
ans and with the occupation of colo-
nies in America, Africa and Asia. For
example, a valuable source of in-
formation from the beginning of the
16th century about the native settle-
ments (their names, architecture, or-
ganization, location, inhabitants, etc.)
in the Caribbean

published journals of Columbus, in

islands are the

the Yucatan and in Mexico the "Let-
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ters" of Cortez. Detailed information
about rural settlements in our territo-
ry is contained, for example, in Edu-
ard Brown's report on his journey
from Komdrno to Central Slovak min-
ing towns from 1671 (Brown 1980),
but also other (older and younger)
works, many of which served, among
other things, as a source of infor-
mation for Matej Bel during the crea-
tion of his works (Prikryl 1984). Bel's
study Tractatus de re rustica Hunga-
rorum, dedicated to agriculture, con-
tains (preserved in manuscript) a lot
of
ments, although still only of a de-

information about rural settle-
scriptive-statistical nature. In contrast,
Samuel Tededik's work (Der Land-
mann in Ungarn...) from 1784 was
already a harbinger of the nascent
new approach to the study of rural
settlements, as it included, for exam-
ple, a graphic design of what a
model village should look like.

Rural settlements in geography
until the first half of the 20th centu-

ry

The rapid development of sciences in
the 19th century meant, among other
things, a transition from descriptive to
explanatory (chorological) geogra-
phy. A new approach to the study of
rural settlements appeared around
the second half of the 19th century
also as a result of the works of the
founders of modern geography, A.



von Humboldt (1769 - 1859) and K.
Ritter (1779 - 1859). The search for
connections, comparison, classifica-
tion, creation of geographical syn-
theses and generalization became
topical in the research of settlements,
even though we find hints of these
ideas also in older geographers,
even in Strabén (Szymanska 2009).
The study of rural settlements first
developed within the complex geog-
raphy of man, the basic program of
which was presented by F. Ratzel
(Anthropogeographie 1882, 1891).
He dealt with residences in its second
part (1891). Such a trend was pre-
served in some cases and repre-
sentative works until the middle of
the 20th century (Schliter 1906,
Brunhes 1911, Kral 1946). The last
major work of human geography
the

fondements de la géographie hu-

was three-volume work Les
maine (Sorre 1952), where the au-
thor dealt with rural settlements in
detail in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th chap-
ters of the third volume. Interest in
researching the geographical char-
acteristics  of  rural  settlements
reached a scientific level in the Euro-
pean area at the end of the 19th
century mainly thanks to two influen-
tial geographical schools: German
(historical) and French (comparative).
Lobotka (1987) considers the year
1895 as the beginning of the exist-
ence of a separate geography of

rural settlements, when the historian
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August Meitzen published in Germa-
ny an extensive three-volume work
on the origin, development and basic
spatial characteristics of rural settle-
ments based on a detailed analysis
of historical documents and maps,
but also on the basis of extensive
field research research (Meitzen
1895). Although critics of this ap-
proach criticize the overestimation of
ethnocultural influences on the form
of settlements, Meitzen nevertheless
laid the foundations of the genetic
(or physiognomic) direction in the
geographical research of rural set-
tlements with his work. In 1895, the
Geographical  Journal (Geogra-
phische Zeitschrift) was founded in
Germany, where from the beginning
fundamental works were also pub-
lished on the issue of rural settle-
ments - for example, on their location
(Hettner 1895) or economic typifica-
tion (Hettner 1902), which at the time
were also one of the most preferred
rural seftlement research topics in
1899, the German
geographer Otto Schliter also pub-
lished in the
Zeitschrift an article entitled Be-
merkungen zur Siedlungsgeographie,

geography. In

Geographische

in which he was the first to present
the geography of settlements as a
separate  branch of geography
(Zubriczky 2003). Although he dealt
with
(where he emphasized their relation-

primarily rural  settlements

ship with agricultural land), this early



work of his had a significant impact
on shaping the agenda of the entire
nascent geography of settlements.
According to Schliter, this should
primarily examine the conditions of
location and growth of settlements,
relations of settlements with the land-
scape, the internal structure and ex-
ternal appearance of settlements, as
well as cultural, historical and eco-
nomic influences on the development
of settlements. The geographical
research of rural settlements in Ger-
many in the first half of the 20th
century was comprehensively
viewed by Dickinson (1949). It was

precisely in connection with the dif-

re-

ferentiation of geography at the turn
of the 19th and 20th centuries that
the geography of settlements was
formed as a special geographical
discipline and gradually became the
most represented geographical topic
in works (BaSovsky and Mladek
1989).

The comparative French school
was formed a little later after the
German school, at the beginning of
the 20th century. Paul Vidal de la
Blache is considered its founder. In
the comprehensive publication Princi-
pes de Géographie Humaine (Vidal
de la Blache 1922), he also devoted
himself intensively to rural settle-
ments. He advocated the idea of the
influence of "genre de vie" (lifestyle)
on the establishment, form, distribu-

tion and functioning of settlements,
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therefore he was partly opposed to
the positions of geographical deter-
His
successor, Demangeon (1927), de-

minism of the German school.

voted himself, among other things, to
the typification of rural settlements.
In the first part of his work, he char-
acterized the two basic forms of ru-
ral settlements (compact and dis-
persed) according to their occurrence
in individual parts of Europe and
briefly in Asia as well. In the second
part, he analyzed the basic factors
that affect the creation and function-
ing of rural settlements: natural (re-
lief, soil, water) and social (original
motives for establishing a settlement,
ethnic traditions, security, land man-
he
devoted himself to the influence of

agement). Finally, specifically
different types of agrarian economy
on the form of rural settlements in
four fundamental periods of agricul-
tural development: in the period of
long-fallow agriculture, in the period
of periodic distribution of land within
the community, in the period of per-
manent land ownership and in the
period of specialized market pro-
duction. It also clearly shows that in
the given period the geography of
rural settlements was very closely
connected with the geography of
agriculture. Demangeon was a rep-
resentative of the physiognomic-
landscape direction and in the years
1925-1950 he led the

commission on rural settlements of the

research



International Geographical  Union
(IGU). Under his influence, works on
rural settlements were also created
in other European countries - in Bel-
gium (his pupil Lefévre 1925), Den-
mark (Vahl 1934), the Netherlands
(Keuning 1938). Since the 1930s, the
the

geographical research of rural set-

French school also influenced
tlements in China, after the transla-
tion of the work of J. Brunhes (La
Géographie Humaine) into Chinese
(Jin 1988).

The interwar geography of rural
settlements was generally dominated
by the

genetic types of settlements, but lo-

study of morphological-

cal specificities were also investigat-
ed. In France, it was, for example,
Cavaillés (1936). In British geogra-
phy, it was the impact of industriali-
zation on changes in the settlement
structure, in the USA attention was
also paid to the issue of farm settle-
ment (BaSovsky and Mladek 1989).
In Poland during this period, the main
attention of settlement geography
was devoted (similarly to ours) to
rural settlements, for example their
ground plan (Zaborski 1926) or the
development of their arrangement in
space (Kietczewska 1931).

In interwar Czechoslovakia, geog-
raphers mainly followed the German
school. One of the first was Martinka
(1927), who, while researching rural
settlements in Slovakia, dealt with
their location and floor plans. He
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defined five separate types of set-

tlements  (single-house, courtyard,
swarm, flock and street). According
to Lukni§ (1983), this work can be
considered pioneering in the residen-
Kral
(1934) investigated the geograph-
of Wallachian

pastoral

tial geography of Slovakia.
ical manifestations
colonization, culture and
associated settlement forms, espe-
cially in the north of Slovakia and
Subcarpathian Rus. Rikovsky (1939)
published the most complex residen-
tial geography monograph in our
country in the interwar period. In it,
he also dealt with theoretical and
methodological topics of the science
itself, but he devoted the most space
to the characteristics of rural settle-
ments - their location, physiognomy,
development and typification, but
also demographic characteristics,
relations to the countryside, altitude,
water sources, and the like. His con-
tribution to research on dispersed
settlement was significant (Zubriczky
2003). Malaschofsky (1941) charac-
terized the basic features of rural
settlements in individual regions of
Slovakia, emphasizing the influence
their
form, which was logical considering

of German colonization on

the year of publication of the work.
In particular, Jan Hromddka fol-
lowed up on the French school. Alt-
hough his works have the character
of regional monographs, the quality

of the chapters on settlements in them



had a significant impact on the spe-
cialized geography of settlements at
the time (just as other chapters had
an impact on other analytical geo-
graphical disciplines). For example,
in the General Geography of Slo-
(Hromadka 1943) he also
covered rural settlements in detail.

vakia

He described the natural factors of
their existence, size, position in rela-
tion to water, relief, types of land-
scape and in relation to their commu-
nity. He characterized in detail the
floor plans of compact settlements,
also in relation to the young and old
cultural territory and to colonization
influences. He especially devoted
himself to the areas of dispersed
their
names of solitudes, the causes of

settlement - location, local
their origin and even the way of life
in them in a special chapter no. 12.
He even mentions the possibilities
and methods of researching rural
settlements (Zubriczky 2003). Jan3dak
(1929) was the only one to detail
dispersed settlement as a specific
landscape-forming phenomenon in
our country. lts contribution also lies
in the statistical documentation of
historical facts, especially about the
number of dispersed settlements and
their inhabitants - despite the fact
that the census of settlements is not
complete and the methodology of
their identification is not always ac-
curate. Deffontaines (1931) studied
the influence of the Wallachian colo-

42

nization on the dispersion of settle-
ments in our country. In addition to
the
mentioned authors also dealt with the

these two authors, above-
fragmented settlement of Slovakia in
their more broadly conceived works.
Lobotka (1987) offers a more de-
tailed overview of the origin and
beginnings of geographical research
of rural settlements up to the middle

of the 20th century in Slovakia.

Rural settlements in quantitative
geography of the 1950s - 1970s

The rapid growth of the amount of
knowledge, the advent of new re-
search methods, the gradual devel-
opment of computer technology, but
also the emergence of globally op-
erating organizations (such as the
UN, WHO and others that needed
scientific data for their operations)
meant a significant development of
scientific research after the Second
World War, even in the geography
of settlements. On the side of the
subject of her interest, she focused
more and more on the problems of
urbanization, in the field of method-
ology, she increasingly leaned to-
wards the quantitative, nomothetic
production of knowledge with the
help of increasingly intensive use of
mathematical and statistical methods.
In this spirit, there has been a shift in
the geography of rural settlements
from regional monographic studies,



from the typification of morphologi-
cal settlement forms, from historical-
geographical and field
towards functional classification, to

research

modelling, planning and forecasting
of the further development of entire
settlement systems, where rural set-
tlements mostly stand on the lowest
hierarchical levels. The paradigm of
this period can be called spatial,
because research methods were
characterized by the massive intro-
duction of modeling, statistical and
mathematical methods, and geogra-
phy was presented as a science fo-
cused on the investigation of the
properties of space. It did not only
concern the geography of settle-
ments, but the entire human geogra-
phy, which in this way tried to shift
from descriptive sciences to general-
izing ones, with a built-in theoretical
and methodological apparatus
(which it lacked until then). Interest
has shifted from defining areal dif-
ferentiation (descriptive-informative
model) to the theory of spatial or-
ganization (descriptive-theoretical
model). Society and the human factor
were absent in the research of the
most prominent research direction -
quantitative geography (F.K.
Schaefer, B.J.L. Berry, W. Bunge...).
Taking them into account would mean
weakening the objectivity of re-
search. They therefore focused on
spatial and

geometry physical

space, not on social space - it could
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not be measured and its behavior
was assessed as unpredictable (Pous
2013). The location theory of rural
settlements was first introduced by
Bylund (1960) in his work "Theoreti-
cal considerations regarding the dis-
tribution of settlement in inner north
Sweden" (Zubriczky 2003). Other
classic works (Chisholm 1962, Sinclair
1967) were inspired by J. H. von
Thiinen's location theory and empha-
sized the role of distance and eco-
nomic rent. As Szymanska (2009)
writes, even in works on the geogra-
phy of rural settlements, the theory
of the economic base of the settle-
ment and its influence on the devel-
opment of settlements and the plan-
ning of entire rural settlement sys-
(for
Krenzlin 1952, Krenzlin and Reusch
1961 and others).

The work of Cloke (1979) was the
first large-scale published survey of

tems were used example,

rural settlement planning in Britain.
This approach was also applied in
the directive planning of the settle-
ment systems of socialist states (Ko-
valov 1961). The pre-war theory of
central cities was also rediscovered
(Christaller 1933) and was also ap-
plied in the rural environment of
North America (Hudson 1969). An
overview of research on rural settle-
ments in Latin America was summa-
rized by Stouse (1971) - interest in
settlement forms, their functional clas-
sification and morphogenesis domi-



nated there. Even earlier, the system
of rural settlements in Poland from
the point of view of the theory of
central cities was comprehensively
studied by Chilczuk (1963, 1972),
although he still also addressed the
traditional topics of morphogenesis
and typification derived from it
(Chilczuk 1970). Mittelhduser (1961)
in Germany or Beluszky and Sikos
(1983) in Hungary have already
devoted themselves to the typifica-
tion of rural settlements on the basis
of modern statistical data, economic
indicators (for example, employment
of residents) and functional classifi-
cation. With the growth of urbaniza-
tion, the topic of transformation of
in the areas of

rural settlements

large cities into "semi-urban" or
"transitional" urbanized villages with
the character of dormitories became
topical. In Germany, for example,
Lehmann (1952) or the aforemen-
tioned Mittelhduser (1961) devoted
themselves to it. Sorre (1952) ana-
lyzed the opposite development, i.e.
the growth in the size and especially
the importance of some villages, in
which the tertiary functions of servic-
ing their rural background are con-
centrated. He calls these settlements
"gros bourgades" (large villages).
For example, Dobrowolska (1964) or
(1966) studied the

structure of the population of semi-

Golachowski

urban settlements in Poland both in
fact and in development. The Inter-
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national Geographical Union (IGU)
tried to eliminate the long-term in-
consistency in the field of defining
the types of rural settlements. The
result was a proposal for a general-
ly applicable (Uhlig
1972). The main criteria were func-

typification

tion, floor plan, location, genesis and
66

complex mechanism for classifying

sub-criteria, which created a
any settlement as a type, which was
not very well accepted in practice
(Zubriczky 2003).

In this peak period of the "classi-
cal" geography of rural settlements,
important textbooks and subject
monographs were created, where
the entire scope or a large part of it
is devoted to rural settlements. One
of the first was the book by Schwarz
(1959). With its encyclopedic scope
and detailed processing, it ranks
among the most complex textbooks
on the geography of settlements of
its time, and in the first chapters it
also contains a very detailed over-
view of the history of German-
language geography of settlements.
their

fea-

Rural settlements (especially

morphological and functional
tures) are addressed in the first and
second parts. Rural settlements as
one of the essential elements of the
rural landscape (or the countryside in
general) were addressed even earli-
er by George (1956), and his mono-
graph by its content structure al-
ready foreshadowed the works of



modern, contemporary rural geog-
raphy. Rural settlement in the context
of different types of land use was
addressed by Chisholm (1962), rural
settlements in monsoon Asia by Singh
(1972).
Zaleska (197 4) treated mostly classi-

In Poland, Kielczewska -

cal topics in a university textbook. In
Mandal (1979)
the most comprehensive

contrast, offered
perhaps
view of the contemporary geogra-
phy of rural settlements. The content
of the book is in the first chapters an
analysis of approaches to the geo-
graphical research of rural settle-
ments, followed by an analysis of
several models of rural settlement
and the theory of central cities, the
quantitative research methods used,
but also the basic features of settle-
ments (distribution and size of settle-
ments, types of buildings, etc.) and
the author deals with of course also
typification of settlements.

At the same time, during this stage
of the development of the geogra-
phy of rural settlements, several syn-
thetic works were published, which
practically concluded the state of
knowledge of the previous period or
offered a comprehensive evaluation
of it. The last major work of human
the

fondements

geography was three-volume

work Les de la
géographie humaine (Sorre 1952).
The third part was devoted to set-
tlements, especially from the point of

view of the influence of the natural
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environment on their social and eco-
Kohn (1954)
published a comprehensive overview

nomic development.
of the development of the subject
and the key themes of North Ameri-
can settlement geography, where in
the case of rural settlements one can
see the focus on farm settlement and
the specific use of the rural land-
scape. Stone (1965) tried to define
the subject of the subdiscipline, albeit
too narrowly (only as a description
and analysis of settlement structures),
but his comprehensive review of the
literature on rural settlements is es-
pecially valuable. The end of this
period also includes a geographical
analysis of rural settlements in Britain
(Roberts 1979), where the author is
interested

mainly in the historical

development of these settlements
from the 11th to the 20th century, the
environmental, social and economic
impact on their seftlement structure,
the typification of their floor plans
and also dispersed settlement.
Zubriczky (2003) provides a de-
tailed overview of the development
of the Czechoslovak geography of
rural settlements in this period. In
post-war Czechoslovakia, classical
themes, focused mainly on the mor-
phogenesis and typification of rural
settlements (Fekete 1947a, Laznicka
1956), continued to fade away for a
relatively long time. However, they
also began to be quickly adapted to

the current requirements of the so-



cialist reconstruction of the village
(Blazek 1962, Janda 1962). Due to
the
bloc from world science, modern top-

isolation of the entire Eastern

ics of quantitative geography came
with a delay, but under the influence
of directive planning for the devel-
opment of the settlement system,
massive urbanization, industrializa-
tion and the preference of economi-
cally motivated indicators over the
needs of society, they lasted until the
change of regime in 1989 (and they
also appear after it). The topic of
functional classification of rural mu-
nicipalities quickly began to domi-
nate. Scientifically valuable works on
this topic were published, for exam-

ple, by BaSovsky (1963, 1970q,
1985), Ivanicka, Mladek and
Zelenska (1966) and others. Steis
(1985) offered a comprehensive

view of the classification of settle-
ment structures, where rural settle-
ments were logically at the lowest
positions (in terms of size and hierar-
chy). Horsky (1960) was the first to
draw attention to the issue of urbani-
zation of rural settlements and transi-
tional "semi-urban" rural settlements.
Macka (1966) analyzed this type of
settlements in terms of commuting
from them to the city for work, and
Slavik (1984, 1987) in terms of the
degree of urbanization and its par-
tial indicators. The theory of central
cities was also applied to rural set-
tlements in our country - both region-

46

ally (BaSovsky 1970b, Bezdk 1970)
and for the whole of Slovakia
(Ocovsky 1982, Basovsky and
Mlédek 1986). The administratively
controlled merger of rural municipali-
ties as a typical phenomenon of the
socialist period was addressed in his
book, among other topics, by Blazek
(1951) aond later documented by
Slavik  (1985).
throughout  Czechoslovakia

Rural settlements
were
comprehensively studied by Andrle
(1977, 1978). Krampl and Hrdina
(1989) analyzed the residential po-
tential of rural municipalities from the
point of view of urbanism, mainly
based on quantitative, statistical in-
dicators. A detailed overview of
rural settlements in Slovakia was
provided by Veresik (1974) as part
of the six-volume encyclopedic publi-
cation. Plesnik et al. (1989) followed
up on this work in an abbreviated
form. An interesting source of infor-
mation is also the three-volume work
“Vlastivedny slovnik obci na Slov-
ensku” (1977a, 1977b, 1978)._One
of the last contributions in the spirit of
this time stage of geographical re-
search of rural settlements was the
regional taxonomy of (mainly rural)
municipalities in the Gemer region as
a result of the use and comparison of
three  non-hierarchical taxonomic
methods (Bezdk 1992).
(1991) critically evaluated the entire
of

geographical research. His contribu-

Ocovsky

socialist  stage settlement-



tion is valuable in that at the same
time he tried to predict new factors
and impulses for the geographical
research of rural settlements in our
country after 1989.

During the entire period, research
into the specific phenomenon of dis-
persed settlement remained a popu-
lar topic, where mainly regionally
focused works were created - for
example, on regions such as Gemer
(Luknis 1950, 1980), Zdhorie
(Mésaro$ 1962), Myjava (Horvéth
1979, Lauko 1985), or on the White
Carpathian “kopanice” (PozdiSovsky
1976). A comprehensive work on the
dispersed settlement of Slovakia was
published by Mésdros (1966) from a
historical point of view. Among the
geographers, they were mainly Sitar
(1967), Jansdk (1967) and Huba
(1989). Of the
graphs on rural municipalities, some

numerous mono-
older works, for example by Luknis
(1946, 1977) and Fekete (1947b),
which at the same time have an over-
lap with regional and rural geogra-
phy due to the breadth of the issues
covered.

In this period, university textbooks
and teaching texts also represented
a comprehensive treatment of the
geographical issue of settlements.
Most of them follow a development
sequence, so he places the chapters
on rural settlements at the beginning.
Vrdna (1950) and Dobersky (1958)

subordinated the structure of their

47

teaching texts to the dominance of
the morphogenetic theme and fo-
cused primarily on the floor plans of
settlements and their expansion. Vo-
trubec (1980) also characterizes the
functional types of rural settlements.
Basovsky (BasSovsky and Mladek
1989), on the other hand, gave
preference to cities and rural settle-
ments were only briefly discussed in
the final chapters of his textbooks,
similar to the later published deriva-
tive text (Baran and BaSovsky 1998).
Of course, basic information from the
geography of rural settlements was
part of more broadly conceived uni-

(Kral 1946,
Ivani¢ka 1983,

textbooks
Ivanicka 1971,
Haufler 1984).

versity

Rural settlements in rural geogra-
phy

The growth of incomes, mobility and
the amount of free time in the second
half of the 20th century (especially in
the case of the urban population)
caused a general revival of society's
interest in housing, employment, busi-
ness and recreation in the country-
side, especially in the richer post-
the
north". At the same time, from around

industrial states. of "global

the 1970s, the criticism of quantita-
tive approaches and the related
criticism of excessive prioritization of
research into urban settlements, met-
and urbanization

ropolitan areas



in the
geography of settlements. One of

phenomena grew stronger
the consequences of these processes
was the "renaissance” of the already
existing rural geography (country-
side geography), which quickly be-
came one of the most represented
subdisciplines of human geography.
With a slight delay of 10-20 years,
the number of works on this topic in
the developing, post-colonial coun-
tries of the "global south" also began
to grow. The post-socialist countries
of Eastern Europe began to discover
modern rural themes in geography
only in the early 1990s, after the fall
of totalitarian regimes in them
(Banski 2002, Zubriczky 2003).

For the new rural geography, the
first work of a fundamental nature
was published by Clout (1972). In it,
he addressed rural settlements (as
one of many topics), mainly from the
point of view of rationalization of
their development and urbanization.
At the same time, he reminded that
rural geography is not an independ-
ent science with its own methodology
- it is rather a broadly focused
branch of geography, united by an
interest in a specific type of land-
scape - the rural landscape (rural
space). Rural settlements are only
one of the many elements of this
space, so it is logical that the popu-
larity of their research in rural geog-
raphy has slightly declined com-
pared to the previous period. To a
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certain extent, the theory of the ru-
ral-urban continuum was also the
cause, providing a different view of
rural settlements compared to the
traditional one (Pahl 1978). Despite
this, the topic of rural settlements
remained (and still remains) one of
the most popular, as Woods (2009)
found by comparing the percentage
of each topic in British rural geogra-
phy. To a certain extent also be-
cause, although rural settlements
began to be less studied from the
point of view of classic topics (devel-
opment, appearance, functions...), but
at the same time new and especially
more varied topics, touching on cur-
rent social, economic, political, envi-
ronmental and other spatially de-
fined changes.  According to
Zubriczky (2003), Phillips and Wil-
liams (1984) or Gilg (1985) still con-
sider the issue of housing and settle-
ments as one of the ten main topics
of rural geography. But the most
important knowledge is the fact that
the current changes and develop-
ment of rural settlements (at least in
post-industrial countries) are already
influenced more by urbanization
influences, coming from cities, and
less by agriculture, than it has been
throughout history. Woods (2005)
provides a more recent perspective
on a number of rural topics. In his
next work (Woods 2011), he al-
ready adds case studies from rural

regions of developing countries, simi-



lar to what was presented earlier by
Hornby and Jones (1991). At the
same time, White (1981) in his re-
view of four then current monographs
(focused on some sub-topics of rural
geography) still claimed that only
two rural topics intensively
elaborated until the 1960s - the ge-

ography of agriculture and the evo-

were

lution of rural settlements. Pacione
(1984) has come up with a clear
scheme that shows the basic relation-
ships, and in particular the key com-
mon themes of rural geography and
individual traditional, analytical sub-
disciplines of geography. On it, it is
possible to realize which new topics
have been adopted by the geo-
graphical research of rural settle-
ments in contrast to the previous pe-
riod. Robinson (1990) defines two
main currents in contemporary rural
geography:
plied and linked to planning) and

traditional (more ap-

newer (more interdisciplinary and
linked to sociology). It is the tradi-
tional current that focuses mainly on
the research of the rural landscape
and settlements. The general trend of
the present is also the rapid growth
of the number of published works
since the beginning of the 21st centu-
ry and the dominant focus of re-
search on the topics of migration,
urbanization, land use change and
the regeneration of rural settlements.
Since the 1990s, interest in environ-

mental topics and the issue of sus-
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tainability has been growing (Buttel
1992, Gilg 1992, Whatmore 1993).

Current approaches to the geo-
graphical study of rural settlements
are also taken into account by nu-
Most  of
have, in addition to the mentioned

merous textbooks. them
year, several updated and expand-
ed reissues. One of the first authors
was Gilg (1985). Hornby and Jones
(1991) presented the basic concepts
mainly on case studies. Despite the
title, Singh (1994) dealt only with
rural settlements in the text, Ghosh
(1998) mainly presented classic top-
ics (classification and morphology of
settlements), but also added the re-
lationships of settlements with land
use. A comprehensive overview of
the geography of rural settlements
was published by Mandal (2001) in
an expanded re-edition of the origi-
nal textbook from 1979. He enriched
its content with more current topics,
such as the use of GIS and remote
sensing tools, the issue of the rural-
urban interface, rural development
strategy and planning, and the like.
Borsdorf and Bender (2010) similarly
expanded the recent re-edition of
their older, German-written textbook
with current topics. An example of a
comprehensively processed university
textbook from Poland is the work of
Szymanska (2009).

The Journal of Rural Studies, pub-
lished since 1985, became a repre-
sentative periodical of rural geog-



raphy. The periodicals Habitat Inter-
and Urban
Population Space

national, Landscape
Planning, Cities,
and Place, Urban Studies, European
Countryside and others also present
significant numbers of works focused
on the geography of rural settle-
ments.

At the same time, the current geo-
graphical production of knowledge
about rural settlements in individual
countries or regions of the world con-
centrates to a different degree on
individual research topics in accord-
ance with their own local tradition
and research priorities. In general,
however, there is a clear shift of in-
terest from the spatial forms of rural
settlements to the social problems of
rural communities, class inequalities,
marginalization, moral aspects of
spatial changes, social pathology
and the like (Cloke and Little 1997).
At the same time, there is a clear
orientation towards qualitative ap-
proaches and research methods, as
opposed to the previously used
quantitative ones.

The classical approach to the re-
search of rural settlements was most
preferred in German-speaking coun-
tries, which was related to the tradi-
tion of application and criticism of
of

Christaller, but also to the significant-

the works von Thinen and
ly applied focus of (especially) Ger-
man rural geography and the geog-

raphy of settlements and its active
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involvement in the process of territo-
rial planning (Born 1977, Miller
1993, Lienau 2000). This trend is
followed by more recent works, for
example with the topics of transport
accessibility and  marginalization
(Neumeier and Kokorsch 2021).
Significant works on rural settle-
ments in the context of contemporary
British rural geography were pub-
lished by the aforementioned Cloke
(1979) or Roberts (1979). Bunce
(1983) and similarly Pacione (1984)
analyzed the development of rural
settlement, its distribution and mor-
phology in Anglophone Europe and
North America, emphasizing econom-
ic influences on the location and dis-
tribution of settlements. He also de-
scribed the current changes in rural
settlements under the influence of
urbanization and
(1983) focused on the rural settle-
ments of England from the point of

industry. Taylor

view of historical geography, Blun-
den and Curry (eds. 1988) noted the
revolutionary changes in the British
countryside and therefore also its
settlements. The more recent interest
in settlements in rural geography is
also related to the growth of interest
in the post-productivist functions of
the countryside, such as, in addition
to housing, recreation or services
(Woods 2005). This topic was devel-
oped by Phillips et al. (2021) by
discussing the concept of gentrifica-
tion of a traditional village. Clout



(2008) analyzed the development of
the entire British rural geography
and, among other things, says that
among other topics, there were few-
er works on the topic of research on
rural settlements, they were carried
out mainly in the western parts of the
British Isles and focused mostly on the
morphology of settlements. Wdijcik
(2011) also analyzed current trends
in rural geography and, within it,
approaches to the geographical
study of rural settlements, especially
with a focus on the Anglo-American
environment.

In France, Plet (2003) offered an
overview of the development of do-
mestic rural geography in the 20th
century, also with an analysis of the
position of rural settlements in the
research of rural geographers. Del-
fosse and Poulot (2019) published a
similar review with an even greater
emphasis on the relationship between
urban and rural settlements. In their
textbook, Chaleard and Charvet
(2004) focused primarily on agricul-
ture, but in the fifth chapter also on
the relationship between the city and
the countryside and, in general, the
new roles of the countryside and its
settlements in a changing world. In an
the French
countryside, Jean and
(2018) understand the
dence as a “complex cultural ele-

extensive analysis of

Rieutort
rural resi-
ment” that is at the center of contem-
porary rural transformation.
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In Mediterranean countries, sev-
eral authors have intensively focused
on the impact of uncontrolled, exten-
sive suburbanization (urban sprawl)
on the transformation of traditional
rural settlements and the emergence
suburban

of new, semi-rural and

settlements in large metropolitan
areas (Chorianopoulos et al. 2010,
Salvati et al. 2012, Bittner and Sofer
2013). An equally important topic is
the impact of tourism on rural settle-
ments (Kastenholz at al. 2012). On
the contrary, in peripheral regions,
the problem is depopulation and
even the disappearance of rural
settlements (Filipe and De Mascaren-
has 2011, di Figlia 2016).

Currently, the largest number of
works on the topic of the geography
of rural settlements comes from Chi-
na, mainly under the influence of the
long-term  and  intensive  non-

the
Chinese countryside (Li and Song
2020, lJieyong and Yu 2021,
Congjie and Wei 2022), which is

manifested, among other things, in

agricultural transformation of

changes in the appearance of set-
tlements and their distributions in the
country (Song and Li 2020). Jin and
Yan (2020) deal with the possibilities
of preserving traditional rural set-
tlements (also based on ideas of
sustainability) and their spatial char-
acteristics. An overview of the devel-
opment of dominant research topics
in Chinese rural settlement geogra-



phy since its beginnings in the 1940s
is provided by Jin (1988) and Yang
et al. (2016).

Contemporary North American
geography often sees small towns in
non-metropolitan areas as rural set-
tlements (Morrill et al. 1999). Besser
(2013) investigated the resilience of
small rural towns to shock
(floods,

layoffs, etc.). Just as the number and

these

events tornadoes, mass

importance of traditional family
farms, once typical settlements of the
North American countryside, have
been declining for a long time, so too
is the interest of geographers in the
study of traditional topics associated
with them (Brown et al. 2005). On
the contrary, efforts to redefine the
understanding of the countryside and
rurality are growing (Nelsonovd and
Nguyen 2023).

As Alvarado (2020) writes, even
though Latin America is the second
most urbanized region in the world,
nevertheless (according to the re-
search of the scientific literature for
the last 50 years) its geography of
settlements is still dominated by rural
themes with a focus on researching
the specifics of dispersed settlement,
characteristic for the region (estates
of the type hacienda, finca, estan-
cia).

The Australian and New Zealand
geography of rural settlements is
currently among the most productive

after China and North America
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(Banski 2002). Her long-term area of
interest is the typical dispersed farm
settlement (Holmes 1985, Luhrs
2018), at the interface with urban
geography there are works examin-
ing compact rural settlements (small
towns), especially from the point of
view of their marginalization, popu-
in the
quality of life (Stevenson and Nel
2020). More intensively than in other
states, it investigates the impacts of

lation decline and decline

the emerging climate crisis on rural
settlements and communities (Beer et
al. 2014).

Japan has a long-standing prob-
lem with the depopulation of periph-
eral areas and rural settlements in
them, a case study by Palmer (Palm-
er 1988) is an example of interest in
this topic. In contrast, in small, dense-
ly populated and wealthy countries,
the
problem is the increasing land acqui-

such as Switzerland, current
sition for new housing in the country-
side (Mann 2009).

The states and regions of the
"global south" naturally have a wide
range of their own, specific problems
and, in most cases, more than half of
the population lives in rural settle-
ments, therefore the current geogra-
phy of rural settlements deals with
both the classic themes of develop-
ment and the current transformation
of settlements under the pressure of
population explosion and changing

agriculture (Singh 1994 , Ghosh



1998, Ali 2007), as well as more
recent topics, such as the impact of
tourism on transformation of settle-
ments in fourist attractive regions
(Nepal 2007). Silberfein (ed. 2019)
edited an extensive collection of
case studies, representing an over-
view of the current development
trends in research on rural settle-
ments in Africa. Perhaps the most
common theme is the impact of pov-
erty on various characteristics of ru-
ral settlements (Rogerson 2008, Na-
varro, de Dato, Lahoz 2020). Exam-
ples of research on traditional topics
are Kaloko (1983) in Nigeria, Lewis
and Mrara (1986) in the Republic of
South Africa or Sterkenburg (1990)
in Kenya.

In post-socialist countries (similar
to Slovakia), the renaissance of in-
terest in rural settlements did not
occur until the early 1990s, so since
then various themes of the impact of
current socio-economic changes on
rural settlements and the landscape
have resonated there (Lipsky 1995,
Rey and Bachvarov 1998, Kiss 2000,
Kubes 2000 ed., Vaishar et al.
2021, Antonov and Safronov 2023).
The most represented since the turn
of the millennium is the issue of sub-
urbanization (Sykora 2002, Tam-
maru et al. 2004). In the Czech Re-
public, for example, there is an in-
ternet portal suburbanizace.cz, which
is also supported by geographers.
On the periphery of states, on the
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other hand, the marginalization and
decline of rural settlements is a per-
sistently strong theme as a result of
the growth of regional disparities
after the transition to a market econ-
omy (Szmytkie and Tomczak 2017,
llcsikné Makra et al. 2018, Heffner
and Latocha 2020, Rusu et al. 2020).
Bulgaria is currently undergoing the
most intense depopulation, which is
particularly evident in the depopula-
tion and subsequent overall decline
of peripheral rural settlements
(Mladenov and llieva 2012). A very
comprehensive and detailed review
of the development and priorities of
the Polish geography of rural settle-
ments within the framework of rural
geography was prepared by Wéjcik
(2012).

In the conditions of the Slovak Re-
public, geographers' interest in rural
settlements on the basis of newer
impulses, supplied by rural geogra-
phy, began to appear only after
1989. One of them was the penetra-
tion of environmentally oriented top-
ics and with them the concept of sus-
geography,
which at the turn of the millennium

tainability into  rural
partly changed the view of rural
settflements in our country as well.
They

object of interest for more broadly

remained an unquestionable

conceived researches of the rural
landscape, especially by geogra-
phers - members of the Society for

Sustainable Life (in Slovak: STUZ —



Spoloénost’ pre udrzatelny Zivot).
Kolldr and Spisiak (1994) investigat-
ed the relationship of the local rural
population to the landscape of the
White Carpathians. Zubriczky (1994)
was the first to draw attention to the
necessity of studying the quality of
life also in rural settlements. He also
addressed the perspectives of the
transformation of rural settlements at
the national (Zubriczky 1999, 2002,
2003aq) and regional level
(Zubriczky 2008a). Huba and Ira
(2000) or Spisiak (2000) dealt with
sustainable development strategies
in regions. The perspective of sus-
tainable development of small rural
settlements was analyzed by Pasiak
(2001). The 27th issue of the collec-
tion "Geographia Slovaca" was an
image of the growing interest in rural
settlements in rural geography. In it,
Falfan (2010) analyzed the current
position of rural settlements in the
settlement system, Ira and Andrasko
(2010) the infrastructural facilities,
Podoldk (2010 a) and Moravanskd
(2010) the effects of the starting
suburbanization on suburban settle-
ments, Huba, Ira and Chrenka (2010)
selected indicators of the quality of
the Stec
(2010) architectural and urban trans-

residential environment,
formations of rural settlements. Spisi-
ak (2011) identified six fundamental
topics in the research of the trans-
rural

formation of the landscape,

among which was the issue of the
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necessary correction of many (espe-
cially urban and architectural) short-
comings of the previous development
of rural settlements. In a broader
context, Székely (2016) analyzed
the current post-transformation prob-
lems of the countryside, but also its
development perspectives and chal-
lenges.

Huba (1990, 1997), Lauko
(2004), Supuka and Bihuriovd (2011)
addressed the perspectives of dis-
persed settlements in the new condi-
socio-economic  transfor-
(1998) ad-
dressed the current development of

tions of

mation, and Spisiak
demographic indicators. Case studies
of the current development of indi-
vidual areas, or specific municipali-
ties with dispersed settlements, are
also popular (Lauko 1999, Omasta
2000, Sardzikova 2000, Petrovi&
2002, Solcova 2008, Najdeny and
Gurindak 2024).

In the post-socialist period, how-
ever, there are still numerous works
devoted to the traditional topics of
the geography of rural settlements.
Slavik (1998) responded to the cur-
rent disintegration trends at the level
Podoldk (1999,
2010 b) analyzed the current demo-

of municipalities,

graphic development in rural settle-

Slovakia.  Similarly,
(2001) the
population dynamics of rural settle-

ments in
Zubriczky addressed
ments according to census data from
1869. Baran (1999) characterized



the settlement structure of the Zvo-
lenskd kotlina, Rakytova (2008) rural
villages in the Banskd& Bystrica dis-
trict. Klamar (2007) and Kandradéova
et al. (2009) devoted themselves to
the functional classification of rural
settlements in Slovakia based on new
statistical data, Andrdsko and Ira
(2010) on social infrastructure and
standards of amenities. Guridk,
Krizan and Lauko (2008) provided
an unconventional spatio-temporal
view of the settlement system of Slo-
vakia according to the dates of the
first mention of individual municipali-
ties. The size group of small rural
settlements was  comprehensively
analyzed by Falfan (ed. 2011), se-
lected demographic characteristics of
large rural settlements were studied
by Drinka and Majo (2016).

With the expansion of suburbani-
zation processes around the turn of
the millennium, geographers natural-
ly began to respond to this topic
(common to both rural and urban
research), and this topic quickly be-
came perhaps the most preferred
within the geographical research of
Gajdos (2007)
dealt mainly with the motives of mov-

rural settlements.
ing to rural settlements and the spa-
tial impacts of these processes.
Zubriczky (2008b) briefly outlined
the current position of rural munici-
palities within functional urban re-
gions. Suburban settlements in the
hinterland of the city of KoSice were
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studied by Dickd (2006) or Spisiak
and Kulla (2008), in the hinterland of
the city of Nitra Czakovéa (2010),
(2013),
(2015). Of course, suburbanization in
is the
most studied (for example, Slavik
and Kurta 2007, Slavik, Klobuénik,
Kohiutova 2011), where the research

Repaskd Repaskd et al.

the hinterland of Bratislava

results so far have been summarized
in two monographs by editors Sveda
and Suska (2019, 2020).

In our country, suburbanization is
mainly associated with the theme of
the in the
countryside, but this trend is spatially

renaissance of interest

significantly limited and selective.

Most rural settlements in Slovakia
are still perceived as a synonym for
general peripherality (DZupinovd et
al. 2008), poor amenities and acces-
sibility (Cupelova and Téth 2011,
Horndk and Rochovska 2014), eco-
nomic and social stagnation and even
regression. These trends manifest
themselves in practical consequences
to which geographical research also
responds. Current topics are there-
fore the conditions for the emergence
(Zubriczky

2011) or food and, subsequently,

of rural deprivation
social deserts (Krizan, Bilkovd,
Zubriczky 2014, Bilkova and Krizan
2015, Bilkova et al. 2017).

The only official teaching texts
with the topic of the geography of
settlements in our country after 1989
published by and

wdas Baran



Basovsky (1998). Rural settlements
are one of the supporting themes in
more broadly conceived teaching
texts with the theme of rural geog-
(Zubriczky 2003, 2005).
Monographs of individual rural mu-

raphy

nicipalities can also be a valuable
source of data, especially if they are
primarily geographically focused

(Kollar 1996, Hronéek 2006).

Conclusion

Spatial attributes of rural settlements
as an inseparable element of the
landscape are a necessary object of
interest in geography. Compared to
urban settlements, also because natu-
ral factors have a much greater
share in their creation, development,
functioning and other features, and
therefore the synthesizing nature of
geography as a science can be fully
developed here. This can be seen,
for example, in the popularity and
depth of elaboration of works of the
genetic-morphological direction,
which dominated the geography of
rural seftlements, especially in its
beginnings. In the period of dominant
interest in the study of urbanization
processes, the interest in the geogra-
phy of rural settlements moved from
descriptive-informative outputs to the
theory of spatial organization and
planning of entire settlement systems,
where rural settlements were often
understood (even in accordance with
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the theory of the urban-rural continu-
um) only as the lowest in the hierar-
chy built elements of the settlement
system. This attitude was also helped
by the massive use of quantitative
methods. In the current stage of re-
newed interest in the countryside in
general (not only its settlements),
there is logically a percentage (not
absolute) retreat of traditional topics
connected with rural settlements, as
well as a greater emphasis on the
use of soft data and qualitative
methods. At the same time, it is pos-
sible to observe a certain "dissolu-
tion" of topics, which in the past
seemed to be reserved for geogra-
phy, into the areas of other scientific
disciplines -

sociological, spatial

planning, economic, environmental
and others. Despite this, the study of
rural settlements still has its justifica-
tion, for example in connection with
modern topics of sustainability,
where planning and transformation
of the built environment are often
easier than in the case of structurally
and functionally more complex urban

settlements.
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